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Â Â Â Â Episodic and Semantic Memory Dysfunction in
Adults With Psychogenic Vocal Dissonance and Healthy

Controls: A Controlled Study. Psychogenic vocal dysphonia
(PVD) causes significant impairment in functional

communication. To date, the presence of brain-related
differences in PVD has not been studied. The aim of this
study was to assess episodic and semantic memory in

adults with PVD and healthy controls. Eighty participants
with PVD and 80 age- and sex-matched controls were
recruited for the study. All participants completed a

neuropsychological test battery consisting of a screening
battery and 8 memory measures. The screening battery

comprised the following instruments: the California Verbal
Learning Test-Second Edition (CVLT-II), Rey-Osterrieth

Complex Figure (ROCF), the Depression Anxiety and Stress
Scale-21 (DASS-21), the Beck Anxiety Inventory (BAI), the
Trail-Making Test (TMT), the Perceptual Speed Index of the
Brief Attention Test (PST), the Digit Span of the Wechsler

Adult Intelligence Scale (WAIS-III), the List Recall of the Rey
Auditory Verbal Learning Test (RAVLT), and the Vocabulary

Subtest of the WAIS-III. Furthermore, a brief
neuropsychological test battery focusing on memory was
administered. In the neuropsychological memory battery,
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the CVLT-II, ROCF, the CVLT-II total learning index, and the
RAVLT total learning index were assessed. The PVD group

performed significantly worse on semantic memory, as
measured with the ROCF, than controls. Our results point to
a specific impairment of semantic memory in patients with
PVD. This could have implications for the understanding of
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